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Tis AUTHOR. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HEN the act of laſt General Aſ- 


ſembly, appointing a ſolemn com- 


memoration of the Revolution, was laid 
before the preſbytery of St Andrews, it 
was reſolved by many of the Brethreg, 
that their ſeveral congregations ſhould be 
addrefſed in one Sermon only, The duty 
of the day, in the pariſh of St Andrews, 
was devolved on Dr Adamſon, who 
judged that he could not diſcharge it more 
uſefully than by reminding the people un- 
der his care of the happineſs they enjoy, as 
inhabitants of Britain, at this period, This 
he thought the cleareſt way to excite their 
thankfulneſs to Almighty God, and to 
confirm their attachment to their King and 
country, His deſign being to inſtruct 
thoſe whoſe attention is very ſeldom turned 
to ſubjects of this kind, he uſed plain 
words,—This Sermon was not intended 

for 


( vii 
for the preſs : But the requeſt to have it 
publiſhed came from ſuch a quarter, and 
in ſuch a form, that he could not re- 
fuſe compliance. He gives it to the can- 

did public in the words, wherein, to the 
beſt of his recollection, it was delivered 
from the pulpit. | Ps 


St Andrews, | 
Dec. 8. 1788, 6 a 
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A 


S E R M O N. 


PSALM xlviii. 11, 12, 13, 14.—“ Let 
* Mount Zion rejoice ; let the Daughters 

* of Judah be glad, becauſe of thy judg- 
* ments, Walk about Z1on, and go round 
* about her; tell the towers thereof : 
* Mark ye well her bulwarks ; confider 
* her palaces, that ye may tell it to the 
generation following : For this God is 
our God for ever and ever; pe will be 
gur guide even unto Death.“ 


N this pſalm a devout Jew ſings the 
glory of Jeruſalem, for which he adores 
Jehovah © in the mountain of his holi- 
„ neſs.” Juſtly partial to his own city, 
A he 
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he praiſes © the beauty of its ſituation,” 
the ſtatelineſs of its ſtructures, the ſtrength 
of its walls, and the peculiar honour and 
felicity which it derived from the preſence 
of the Divine Being ; which made this 
city “ the joy” of its inhabitants, the won- 
der of ſtrangers,” and the terror of its ene- 
mies, who “ aſſembled and paſſed by to- 


« gether ; they ſaw it, and ſo they mar- 


% yelled ; they were troubled and haſted 
„% away: And while he celebrates“ the 
loving kindneſs of God in the midſt of 
« his temple,” he calls on his fellow-citi- 
zens to recollect, with gratitude, what Al- 
mighty God had done for Jeruſalem ; to 
mark and record the wealth and ſplendour 
which ſhone in every quarter, and the ſe- 
curity and confidence which they enjoyed 
under a righteous Government, with the 
peculiar advantages of their condition, un- 
der a protecting and befriending Provi- 
dence; and to commit themſelves, their 
deſcendents, and their country, to an un- 


- changeable 


( 3) 
» I changeable God for the ſtability and per- 


7 petuity of their bleſſings, 
1 
J In the verſes now read, I have found a 
u. very ſuitable introduction to a diſcourſe, 
* on this day, When we ats celebrating the 
„ nemorial of our national happineſs and 
K God's mercies. The Jewiſh patriot has 
| F pointed out a train of ſentiments ; and 
however unfit 1 am to detail them, I truſt 
he : | 

ci pour indulgence and candour, while I 
x ipeak briefly, of the natural advantages of 
u- . 
our fituation; of the excellence of our 


Government; and of the favour of Pro- 
vidence. 


I. Of the natural advantages of our 
ſituation, Our country is an iſle of the 
ſea, ſeparated by mighty waters from the 
reſt of the world, This ſeparation faves us 
from the ſudden invaſion of enemies, and 
from that din of arms which ſo often fills 
the ears of continental nations, having 
quick and eaſy acceſs to each other. If we 
are at any time engaged in wars, the battle 

reaches 
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reaches not our gates ; our plains are not 
covered with carnage; our fields are not 
deſolated; the huſbandman and the me- 
chanic are not driven from their labour; 
the ſervices of religion are not interrupted; 
our dwellings are ſecure and tranquil, We 
need not lofty towers and ſtrong battle» 
ments, as a protection from haſty inroads, 
or as a retreat from the plunderer. Nas 
ture has drawn around us a wall of de- 
fence in “the munition of rocks.“ 


Our ſhores do not gliſten with gold, nor 
ſparkle with gems, theſe imaginary riches; 
but they abound with more valuable trea- 
ſures, with pleaſant and falutary food: And 
our extended coalts do, in every part, give 
employment to numerous ſeamen ; they 
nouriſh and train a hardy ſucceſſion, for the 
ſervice of the warrior and the merchant. 


Our ſoil is fertile, liberally rewarding 
the huſbandman with * graſs for cattle, and 
herb for the uſe of man ;” with all the 

| neceſlaries 
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neceſſaries and many of the luxuries of 
life, and with the materials of manufactures 
and commerce — the very bowels of the 
earth teeming with ſuch metals and mine- 
rals as are moſt uſeful for the purpoſes of 
man. 


No country in the world is more ſuffi- 
cient for itſelf, or more independent of 
While from innumerable. 
ports we diſperſe our ſuperfluities, and the 
fruits of our induſtry, to every nation un- 


every other, 


der heaven ; from whence we bring back 
thoſe wares which ſerve for the elegance of 
life, and which are eaſily diſtributed thro? 
all parts of our iſland.— Nature, indeed, has 
given us nothing without induſtry : But 
It was a 
ſalutary law and appointment of the Cre- 
ator, when he gave the earth to man— 
ay Repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it; in 
the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat 
e bread.” 


this is no ground of complaint. 


Our 


r 


Our climate is mild, temperate, and ſa- 


lubrious. We are neither ſcorched by ex- 


ceſs of heat, nor made torpid by intenſe 
cold. Summer and winter ſucceed each 
other by gradual viciſſitudes. Inundations, 
peſtilence, whirlwinds, earthquakes, theſe 
ſcourges of other countries, are known to 
us only by report. | 


Our people are hardy and vigorous ; 
patient of toil ; docile, generous, and o- 
pen ; attached to their country ; intrepid 
in war, induſtrious at home ; ingenious 
and enterpriſing in arts, and famed, if not 
for making new diſcoveries, yet for great- 
ly improving thoſe which are elſewhere 
made; well affected to religion, and to the 
virtues of ſocial liſe; fond of liberty, and 
jealous of every encroachment on it. 


Thus has God diſtinguiſhed us by ad- 
vantages of natural ſituation ; for theſe we 
look up with gratitude to our Father in 
Heaven, who * formed the heart of man, 

| * who 


tay 
be 
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© who of one blood hath made all nations 
of men to dwell on all the face of the 
ſe earth, and hath fixed the bounds of every 
ch © one's habitation.” Yet all theſe advan- 
is, tages might have been poſſeſſed, without 
ſe being enjoyed, if we had been left in dark- 
to neſs, or oppreſſed with tyranny. But, while 

we have the light of the glorious goſpel, 

that true religion of God, which chears, 
$3 animates, enlarges, and elevates the ſoul ; 
while Chriſt, © the light and the life of 
* men,” who is © ordained for ſalvation 
* unto all the ends of the earth, hath been 
pleaſed to call us, with other nations, into 
his © marvellous kingdom,” 
ther bleſſed wit, 


we are fur- 


II. The beſt and moſt excellent civil Go- 
vernment—Such as the moſt virtuous and 
wiſe legiſlators of ancient times laboured to 
d- form, but could not accompliſh. Govern- 
we EL nenton a model which ſpeculative ſtateſmen 

in ather amuſed themſelves with delineating 
an, Iin idea, than expected to ſee carried into 
rho | execu- 
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execution—A monarchy and a republic 
united together—The vigour of. the- one; 
with the freedom of the other—The col- 
lected patriotiſm of ages ripened into ma- 
turity. I wiſh not to enter into a detail of 
the Britiſh conſtitution, of its component 
parts, of the arrangement and ſubordina- 
tion of its powers, This, to one part of 
my audience, would convey no informa- 
tion, and to the other would be uninte- 
reſting. But I will bring forward to your r 
attention, my fellow- citizens, ſome of the ou. 
many privileges ye enjoy, under the Bri- In h 
tiſh government, cle 


Ye feel yourſelves ſecure in your per- our 
ſons, and your property, as far as good Neaſ 
laws, and an equal adminiſtration of theſe p 
laws, can give ſecurity. Ye are not indeed t 
abſolutely ſafe againſt the violence or fraud d 
of your neighbour. No human laws can tio. 
ſuppreſs the paſſions of men, neither can 
human police prevent the machinations of Ye 
the cheat, nor tie up the hand of rapine: & w 

But, 
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ut, if ye do no injuſtice, if ye diſcharge 
your duty, and fulfil your engagements, 


o man, however elevated his ſtation, can, 
vithout tranſgreſſing the laws of his coun- 
ry, and becoming obnoxious to puniſh- 
Went, abridge your perſonal liberty, or 
ake away your ſubſtance, 


Ye feel yourſelves at liberty not to do 
hatever folly, or wantonneſs, or malice, 
r avarice may incline ; not to treſpaſs on 
our neighbour's rights, not to encroach 
ri- Wo his freedom, nor to diſturb the peace of 
ociety; but to do whatever is conſiſtent 
ith virtue and good manners; to ſpend 
zer- our time in whatever innocent way ye 
ood Nleaſe; to apply your fortunes as ye will; 
1eſe @ proſecute your lawful buſineſs with- 
leed It interruption ; to devote your labour 
aud Ind your talents to whatever honeſt occu- 
can tion may ſuit them. 

can 

s of I Ye feel yourſelves abſolute proprietors 


ine: whatever hath deſcended to you from 
But, B your 


( 10.) 
your anceſtors, of whatever ye have juſtj 
acquired by your own exertions, and 
whatever ye have received from the good 
will of others—all of which ye may agai 
deviſe to your children, or to whomſoeye 
ye wiſh to enjoy it. — All the fruit of you 


labour is your own, excepting only th 
portion which the public ſervice require 
And this is determined not by the wille | 
the Monarch, but by the wiſdom of i " 
State: It is levied, not by arbitrary allo d 
tion, but in proportion to every man 6 
wealth; and it is applied, not at the hi 
mour of the Prince, but by the direQto 3 

c 


of the Senate, for the general purpoſes ( 
Government, from which every one d P 


rives his protection. a 
5 

Ye feel yourſelves governed by laws, n| * 
partial and arbitrary, precarious and m fc 
table, but fixed and permanent, equal 5 
binding on all ranks, and ſuſpended « 1 
changed only by the collective pow! th 
which enacted them; while every mel 4p 


b 
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ber of the legiſlative body is as much af- 
feed by every law, and by every change 
of it, as is the meaneſt ſubject. There 
may occaſionally be, among our rulers, 
men of ſelfiſh, factious, or tyrannical ſpi- 
rits men of weakneſs, timidity, and irre- 
ſolution men of ambition or of ſervility. 
But the ſovereignty of this empire is ſo di- 
vided among different claſſes, that their 
different intereſts and caprice ſerve to 
check and balance each other; and the 
repreſentatives of the people are ſo nume- 
rous, and ſo often changed, that nothing 
leſs than univerſal corruption among the 
people can introduce oppreſſion into our 
laws, or permit the continuance of it. 
Some general laws do indeed bear hard on 
individuals; becauſe no human ſkill or 
foreſight can provide for all circumſtances, 
or contrive for millions ſuch regulations as 
ihall never be inconvenient for the few. But 
this inconvenience does not affect you or 
me only ; it does ngt reſt always on the 
lame perſons ; it is met with in certain cir- 
| cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, to which every one is in his 
turn liable, and every man ſees that, in his 
neighbour's caſe, it is either ſubſervient to, 
or at leaſt deſigned for a greater good. To 
which object, viz. that of a greater good 
to the whole, each muſt neceſſarily ſacri- 
fice ſomething, when he enters into artifi- 
cial ſociety, and claims or enjoys the bene= 
fit of it. 


This kind of liberty, then, which ye 
feel, gives you every encouragement to 
improve your natural advantages of talents, 
opportunities, and fituation, 


Ye have Perſonal Liberty, which, as it 
cannot be taken from you without a crime, 
ſo neither can ye alienate it of yourſelves 
but for a time, and upon ſuch terms, as ſtill 
keep you under the protection of the laws, 
to guard you from abuſe, and to ſecure 
your hire. Ye muſt be treated as inno- 
cent and faithful citizens, unleſs ye are for- 
mally accuſed of a crime, or have, by your 


Own 
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wn miſconduR, brought yourſelves under 
trong ſuſpicions ; and ye cannot be pu- 
iſhed but after a regular trial, and con- 
iction, by the judgment of thoſe who have 
o profit in your loſs. 


18 
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Ye have Political Liberty, not preciſely 
uch as in ſome ancient ſtates poſſeſſing 
but one city, and a narrow diſtrict a- 
ound it; there all matters were conſult- 
d and determined in an aſſembly of all 
he people. It is perfect fanaticiſm to 
attempt the revival of ſuch a conſtitution 
n an extenſive empire. Ye have as much 
political liberty as ye need wiſh for. E- 
ery man is not a legiſlator ; yet every 
ne feels himſelf, in ſome reſpects, a 
ember of the ſtate. No man is neceſ- 
arily precluded from having an active ſhare 
n the government, if his talents and vir- 
ues recommend him to the choice of his 


9 ountrymen. Every man 1s allowed to de- 
* are his ſentiments concerning the mea- 
7” ares of government, and to animadvert on 
E: hem in the moſt public manner. This, 


which 
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which 1s called the Liberty of the Preſs, i 
one of the moſt genuine and unequivocal 
marks of a free people, and one of the mok 
effectual means of preſerving national free 
dom - Ir is what no arbitrary governmen 
ever does or can admit of, becauſe the in- 


troduction of it neceſſarily undermines th: 
pillars of deſpotiſm- 


Ye have Religious Liberty in a ver 
eminent degree. Every man is allowed to 
hold his own creed, and to worſhip God 
in his own way; if he acts with prudence 
and diſcretion, if he is a peaceable ſubjed, 
and does not publicly inſult that form © 
religion which the community have adopt- 
ed and eſtabliſhed by law. He is alſo al 
loved to publiſh his ſentiments on religious 
ſubjects, if he does not attack the funda 
mental principles of all religion, which e 
very government eſteems the ſureſt bond 
of ſociety. There is, indeed, in this calc, 

more indulgence than ſome men, even d 
liberal minds, approve of. This indul 


gente 
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gence ſeems to be juſtifiable only on one 
or other of the two following grounds, viz. 


1. Liberty is of ſo nice and delicate a tex- 


ture, that it cannot bear a wound in any 
part, without endangering the whole fa- 
bric ; and if the appearance of perſecution 
for religion's ſake were once authoriſed, it 
is hard to ſay how widely the fire of bi- 
gotry might blaze. 2. The foundations 
of religion are ſo deeply laid, that every 
attack ſerves only to manifeſt their ſtrength 
and firmneſs, and to ſhow the impotence of 
the aſſailants. The more that has been 
{aid and written againſt Chriſtianity (and 
more has been ſaid and written in this cen- 
tury than for 1700 years before, and with 
more ingenuity, and artifice, and energy,) 
has but contributed the more to bring it 
forward into a fuller light as the truth of 
God, againſt which the © powers of dark- 
* neſs cannot prevail.” Some men of vain 
minds have affected ſingularity in oppoſing 
the faith of the multitude ; and a few o- 
thers, of weak and diſſipated. minds, ill- 

affected 
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affected to religion, having little knowledge 
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and leſs thought, have been pleaſed in find- 
ing that ſomething has been ſaid in favour 
of infidelity, which ſomething, however, 
they neither underſtand nor inquire into. 
This ſeems to be all the extent of the evil; 
to compenſate which, the wiſe and think- 
ing part of the world have been more con- 
firmed in their faith by ſtudying it more 
accurately, and have furniſhed the ſerious 
with more clear and explicit anſwers to 
* every one that aſketh a reaſon of the 


hope that is in them.” Ye have the li- 


berty of reading and “ ſearching the ſerip- 


„ tares,” that ye may judge for yourſelves; 


that ye may always have an intimate and 
faithful counſellor in all duty; that ye may 
have an unbiaſſed and infallible inſtructor 
in the method of God's grace; and that, 
from theſe © wells of ſalvation,“ ye may, 
as often as ye will, draw that water which 
nouriſhes the ſoul, in faith and truſt and 


comfort, into everlaſting life. Ye have 


the liberty of chooſing your own teachers, 
and 


( 17 ) 
and of worſhipping where and with whom 
your conſcience leads you. Ye have that 
r form of church government which is moſt 
r, acceptable to this nation. Ye have the 
5. profeſſion and exerciſe of your religion on 
; the eaſieſt terms, Ye have the ordinances 
= WW of the New Teſtament diſpenſed in their 
„original ſimplicity, without any human 
re additions, without the diſtinction of days 
1s and times and rites, which have always 
to proved a burden and a ſnare in the houſe 
de of God. And all this is no temporary 
is WE proviſion in the hurry of an unſettled go- 
vernment ; no occaſional accommodation 
for trial and experiment. It is the conſti- 
tution of your country, inherited from your 
fathers, fixed and permanent, as far as laws 


and covenants can give permanency. 


y, Of theſe privileges, civil and ſacred, ma- 
ch Iny of you perhaps have no very high eſ- 
ad ieem. They have never attracted your 
ve attention, Ye find all things now as ye 
rs, found them in the beginning of life. Ye 
50 G have 
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have formed no other ideas of men's ſituati- 
on; and therefore ye diſcern not your advan» 
tage over others, No bleſling of any kind 
can be rightly valued, or even underſtood, 
if we have neither experienced a reverſe, 
nor ſeen others deſtitute of it. To thofe 
who remain at home, and find every neigh- 
bour in the fame ſituation with themſelves, 
the Britiſh government and conſtitution 
ſeems natural to man, and excites no won- 
der. But, by a very little exertion of, your 
minds, you may figure a reverſe of circum- 
ſtances which would render your ſituation 
very comfortleſs. You may figure a ſtate 
of government, where the people ſhall not 
dare to look into their Bibles ; where they 
ſhall have no Bibles but in a ſtrange 
tongue, nor ſolemnities of religion but in 
that ſame ſtrange tongue; where they ſhall 
know nothing of the inſtructions or conſo- 
lations of Chriſtianity but in the meaſure 
and the form which the prieſt is pleaſed to 
dictate ; where their faith ſhall ſtand not 


on the word of God, but on the authority 
0 


„ 
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of the Church, and on the traditions of 
men; where doctrines the moſt abſurd, 
and contrary to common ſenſe, ſhall be 
forced on their aſſent, under the pain of 
death and eternal damnation ; where a 
yoke more grievous than that of Moſes 


ſhall be bound on the necks of Chriſtians, - 


a yoke of trifles and fooleries, and hea- 
theniſh ſuperſtitions, where chains, and 
racks, and faggots, ſhall be prepared for e- 
very man who ventures to think for him- 
ſelf, or to heſitate concerning the decrees 
of him“ who oppoſeth and exalteth him- 
* {elf above all that is called God, and is 
** worſhipped ; ſo that he, as God, ſitteth 
* in the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf 
* that he is God,” You may figure a flate 
of government, where the mandate of the 
Prince ſhall be the only record of law, or 
ſhall ſuperſede all other laws, where every 


man's perſon and poſſeſſion, and all the fruit 


of his labour, ſhall be at the abſolute diſpo- 
ſal of the monarch ; where the higheſt and 


the loweſt, without crime or accuſer, on 


the 
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the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion, or from motives of 


Jealouſy,” private reſentment, or fear, ſhall 


be equa'ly liable to be dragged, without 
premoinition, to dungeons, from whence 
there is no exit, and ſeldom any report. 
You may figure a ſtate, where the greateſt 
criminality thail conſiſt in being rich, or 
proſperous, or good, or beloved. You may 
figure a ſtate, where millions are ſaid and 
believed to be created and ordained by God 


and Nature, for, the only purpoſe of mi- 


niſteriug to the wantonneſs, the pride, or 
thc rapicity of one. And when you have 


fi urcd government perverted to tyranny, . 


opprofibon, 211d deſpoiitmn, and ro every 
thing averte trom the ends of its inſtitution; 
we can tell you, ſuch is the ſtate of many 
Na'!Olis, NOT 1 the wild extremities of the 
earth, but on the continent of Europe, and 
in your neighbourhood, 


Bieffed are the people who know theſe 
things only by the hearing of the ear! 
What hath made Britain to differ? Was it 


ſo. 
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ſo from the beginning? Is Liberty the na- 
tive plant of this our iſle, cheriſhed in all 


our borders with unremitting care, its leaves 
never trampled by any obſcene foot, nor 
its bloſſoms tainted by any impure blaſt ?. 
No. What we enjoy is the gift of God in 
recent times. He, who *© rules the na- 
* tions,” has diſtinguiſhed us by, 


III. A favourable Providence, —The 
time was, when all our iſland was covered 
with the darkneſs of Heatheniſm and ſue- 
ceeding Chriſtianity was disfigured by the 
abſurdities of Popery. The time was, when 
every chieftain was abſolute and arbitrary 
on his own domains ; when every man's 
hand was againſt his brother ; when there 
was no law but that of the ſword ; when 
the country every where blazed with fire, 
or ſtreamed with blood, The time was, 
when England and Scotland, ſeparate and 
independent kingdoms, with mutual jea- 
louſies, and connecting themſelves ſepa- 


ately with rival powers on the Continent, 
har- 
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harraſſed each other with inceſſant wan 


and ravages, and deaths; and every yen 
were the borders drenched with the blood 
of princes and nobles, Not much above 
two hundred years ago, a wiſer policy be. 
gan to operate, The revival of learning 
gave a new poliſh to men's minds, and: 
ſoftening to their hearts. The reforma- 
tion of religion united the two ends of the 
iſland in better habitudes ; and general con- 
cord ſeemed to be eſtabliched between the 
two nations by the acceſſion of our Scot- 
tiſh King James to the throne of England, 
as the common ſovereign of both king— 
doms: Yet what a miſerable ſcene was 
preſented through a great part of the laſt 
century! What wars, and ſightings, and 
jealouſies, and fears! What exactions and 
rapine ! Every man dreaded, hated, ſuſpe&t- 
ed, reviled, and criminated his brother, 
We ſhudder at the remembrance of the ci- 
vil war, attended with horrors unknown 
before. The Church alſo was torn with 
contentions, not about the eſſentials of re- 

ligion, 
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jigion, but about political creeds, Innu- 
merable ſects, indeed, ſprung up; as in Ju- 
dea, at the end of their polity, there was a 
ery from every corner, Here is Chriſt! 
Fanaticiſm, enthuſiaſm, and folly, ſeem to 
have reached their greateſt height ; but 
theſe ſects dwindled away, and their names 
are not now recollected. Very unhappy 
was our part of the realm in the frequent 
changes of church government ; every 
change producing a new hoſt of perſe- 
cutors ; and we muſt confeſs that the Preſ- 


* byterians were no leſs violent than the Hi- 
1 erarchy, excepting only that they ſhed not 


much blood. In the days of their power, 
lan they extended the ſword, as far as they 
could, to excommunications, deprivations, 


and 

ang} fines, and impriſonments. 

ect. 

Hol Let us take a nearer view of the ſtate of 


affairs after the middle of the laſt century, 
The whole nation, wearied with the cala- 


wn 
ich mities of what has been called the Great 
re- Rebellion; perhaps not unjuſtly ſo called, 


lince, 
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ſince, as appeared from the event, the 
leaders were not patriots fighting for the 
liberties of their country, but ' ambitious 
men, taking advantage of the general fer- 
ment, to wade to ſovereignty, through the 
blood of Charles I. The whole nation, 
wearied with the calamities of the civil 
war, and of the uſurpation and anarchy 
which ſucceeded, joined in one wiſh” for 
recalling the exiled Prince Charles II. His 
return to his father's throne ſpread univer- 
fal joy ; all paſt misfortunes were forgot- 
ten; a general infatuation took place ; the 
people were as © thoſe that dreamed ;" 
they idolized the Prince, and preſſed for- 
ward to ſurrender themſelves as his flaves, 
The change was ſudden, and it was ex- 
treme. The change of manners was rapid: 
Former ſtrictneſs gave way to what was call- 
ed politeneſs and gallantry : The courtiers 
were aſhamed, or afraid, to wear the ſmall- 
eſt appearance of Puritaniſm, which way 
ſuppoſed nearly allied to rebellion : They 
pretended only to ſtrip religion of its 

gloom 
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gloom and hypocriſy ; but in fact they exa _ 
pelled all that was ſacred and virtuous, 
which they exchanged for infidelity and 
debauchery. The manners of the court 


were generally followed ; the nation gave 
up itſelf to the diſſoluteneſs of a reprobate 
mind; and God ſeemed: to have given it 
up, * to fill the meaſure of iniquity.” 
Thoſe who had firmneſs enough to make 
religion a ſerious object, ſuffered many in- 
ſults, particularly in Scotland, where reli- 
gion has always been an intereſting object, 
The preſbyterian form of church govern- 
ment has, ever ſince the Reformation, been 
moſt acceptable here : Our fathers wiſhed 
for and expected its eſtabliſhment at the 
reſtoration of Charles: They thought that 
they were cheated by the King, and be- 
trayed by thoſe whom they had truſted, 
Epiſcopacy, more favourable to the views 
of men in power, received the royal au- 
thority : The protection of it was commit- 
ted to men, the purity of whoſe principles 
has fallen under much ſuſpicion ; who, at 

D any 
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any rate, appear to have been as imprudent 
as they were haughty, ſanguinary, and 
cruel- Liberty of conſcience was trampled 
on, in the moſt indignant manner; and it 
has been computed that, in about eighteen 
years, of thoſe who could not, or would 
not, conform to the meaſures of the court, 
no leſs than eighteen thoufand were, by 
various perſecutions, loſt to this country. 
During that period, it was not enough for 
a man's ſafety, that he lived peaceably, that 
he purſued his buſineſs in quiet, and ab- 
ſtained from forbidden aſſemblies; if he 
did not worſhip where and how he was 
ordered ; if he did not avow the opinions 
of thoſe who bare rule ; if he or his family 
ſeemed but indifferent about modes of go- 
vernment ; if he did not enter into all the 
reſentments of the party; he was held to 
be diſſaffected, he was watched, his words, 
his looks, were conſtrued into rebellion, 
Theſe were © days of wrath, and trouble, 
* and diſtreſs; days of waſteneſs and de- 
* folation ; days of darkneſs and gloomi- 
I * nels; 


E 


tc neſs; of clouds and of thick darkneſs.” 
our fathers groaned in bitterneſs of foul, 
and ſaid, Where is our God now gone? 
Thou haſt brought us into the net, and 
laden afflition upon our loins ; thou haſt 
* cauſed men ride over our heads; thou haſt 
* ſent us through the water, and through 


the fire; thou haſt driven us to the de- 
© ſerts, and to the mountains, to the dens 


and caves of the earth.“ —“ Thou, O 
Lord, didſt prove them, thou didſt try 
te them as ſilver is tried.“ 


Meanwhile, arbitrary power was every 
where making large ſtrides, with little op- 
polition. The laws were ſuſpended, and 
property invaded, at the pleaſure of the 
Monarch; many of the Judges were venal, 
and forward in injuſtice ; the aſſizes were 
often haſty to condemn the innocent ; all 
the inftruments of deſpotiſm abounded ; 
and James II. the laſt prince of the name 
of Stuart, had nearly overturned every 
thing valuable in the Britiſh conſtitution, 
By one error, he ruined his own purpoſe. 

He 


(.28-} - 


He was a zealous Catholic. In the pro- 
fefſinn o his own religion he was indulged, 
In his partiality to Papiſts he might in all 
lik liho«.d have been indulged, until ſuper- 
ſtirion had gradually prevailed, and had 
brought back Britain to bondage, civil and 
ſpiritual But this indulgence, and the 
Nownels of its operation, ſuited not the bi- 
goiry of his ſpirit, He would have his 
kinzdom formally reconciled to the Ro- 
man Pon:iff : He would have Popery, in 
all its exrent, re-eſtabliſhed by law ; and, 
for aiding this purpoſe, he entered into ſe- 
cret negnciations with the moſt powerful 
prince of tht perſuzſfion | This error was, 
in the wiſdom of God, merciful to our 
land, nade the occaſthon of our deliverance ! 
The King's object was manileit ; his fo= 
reign conneclians were diſ covered; a ge- 
neral alarm ſpread through the na ion; 
they were rouſed from their negligence ; a 
few noble tpirits took the lead; God gave 
them fortitude ; public virtue and private 
pailions, brought them aid; for © the 
| « wrath 


! 
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« wrath of man” is often made“ to praiſe 
the Lord ;” a ſpirit of wiſdom and una- 
nimity was poured forth. All eyes were 
turned to William Prince of Orange, nearly 
allied to the crown, who poſſeſſed the vir- 
tues necefſary for undertaking a nation's 
deliverance, and who, at that time, occu- 
pied a ſtation peculiarly favourable to the 
deſign, He was invited to Britain ; and, 
while the deluded James was caballing 
with Prieſts and Jeſuits, the aſſerter of our 
liberties landed in England, with a force 
not ſufficient to have conquered the coun- 
try, but enough to encourage thoſe who 
wiſhed to fave it. The nobles and the peo- 
ple flocked to his ſtandard ; he ſoon reach- 
ed the capital, from whence James had fled 
inglorious, deferting that crown which 
William now received from the nation, and 
received on terms moſt ſuitable to the de- 
ſign of his coming. 


This was the great aera of Britiſh liberty, 
which we this day, at the diſtance of one 
. 
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hundred years, recolle& with joy ay 
thankſgiving ; we recollect a national del 
verance, which was not temporary, but 
permanent, reaching down to our time 
with innumerable bleſſings. We ſtill er 
Joy thoſe fruits which our fathers gather 
ed, We recollect it, on this day, the ſecula 
anniverſary of King William's landing, 
5th November 1088, Theſe dates and 
numbers will to many recal the remem 
brance of other ſignal mercies to the Britif 
iſle. But what we now celebrate is the 
REVOLUTION, i. e. the Abdication of King 
James, the extinction of Popiſh and arbi 
trary government, the acceſſion of King 
William, and the Proteſtant ſettlement of 
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the crown. 


This was the ſplendid aera of Britiſh li- 
berty. It marks the ſpirit of the people, 
which, though depreſſed for a time, could 
not be extinguiſhed. The love of liberty 
produced it, It ſettled liberty on a firm 
baſis, It explained and aſcertained that li- 

; berty, 


par 
fort 
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Wherty, and wrought it into every part of 
the conſtitution, and fixed the boundaries 
of the royal prerogative, and of the peo- 
ple's rights. It gave the ſeveral eſtates of 
the realm their proper independence ; yet 
ſo united them, as to direct all their exer- 
tions to the public good. It left to the ſo- 
vereign the nobleſt exercife of power, that 
of doing as much good as he would; and 
it gave to the ſubjects the fulleſt ſecurity 
for all the privileges they claimed or wiſhed 
for. This ſettlement inſpired a perfect con- 
hdence between the throne and the people, 
and eſtabliſhed public credit on the ſureſt 
foundation. From this period Britiſh minds 
have had their native fpring and vigour re- 
ſtored; learning, and the arts, in all their 
branches, have been cultivated to the high- 
eſt advantage; the internal improvement 
of our country hath rapidly advanced ; 
our commerce has been extended to all 
parts of the world; and Britain hath ſhined 
forth with unequalled glory. 


The 
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The ſpirit of the Revolution Settlemen 
has been uniformly adopted by the Princes 
of the Houſe of Hanover, on whom the 


ſucceſſion to the crown devolved. It is ou 
| happineſs to have received conſtitutional l. 


berty unimpaired, and to live at a tim: : 
when a native Sovereign, educated, wel 
may ſay, under BRiTiSH PREJUDICES, co. 2 
vets the glory of reigning over a free peo- 15 
ple; heartily approving the ſentiment; at 
which glow in their breaſts. It is our hap} 
pineſs to live under a Sovereign, who, being 5 
the amiable pattern of every public, pr 6 
vate, and domeſtic virtue, 1s alſo the gene- In 
rous pattern of whatever is eſteemed good DE 
and uſeful, and conducive to the welfare 0 thi 
his ſubjects; who hath added, what alone 1 
might ſeem wanting to make their ſecurity E: 
complete, and what, as far as I recollect, no 3g 
patliament ventured to aſk of any preceding 8 
King, neither had any preceding King mag- 


nanimity enough to offer. It was reſerved K 
for George III. (whom God long preſerve * 


as the Guardian and Father of his people!) 
volun- 


[Bk 
voluntarily to ſtrip his crown of the only 
remaining ſhadow of deſpotiſm, viz the 
power of diſmiſſing: the judges of the land 
at pleaſure. This power, which might have 
defeated all the Revolution Syſtem, he 


thought it dangerous for any man to poſ-- 
ſels: He, with unequalled patriotiſm, not 


1 he 


b only reſigned it for himſelf, but alſo took 
care chat it ſhould never return to any ſuc- 
4.5 ceeding Monarch: He had it eſtabliſhed by 
ents 
| the ſupreme legiſlature of the realm, that 
haps 8 3 8 

\ Þ theſe miniſters of juſtice, and interpreters 
. of the laws, ſhall depend only on the recti- 
FF tude of their conduct, and the approbation 


of their country. Under a Sovereign whoſe 
throne is ſurrounded by men of wiſdom 
and firmnels, to contrive and proſecute the 
moſt beneficial meaſures; men who have 
been able to improve our commerce, ſo as 
to compenſate the loſs of America, and to 
increaſe the national wealth ; to maintain 
the dignity of our own country; to pre- 
lerve the liberty of neighbouring ſtates ; 


o overawe the mightieſt nations on the 
E conti- 
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continent; and to gepair the exhauſtion of 
long and expenſive wars, without increa- 
ſing the burdens of the ſubjects: Men, 
whoſe well conducted exertions have been 
crowned with that ſucceſs which makes 
Britain now the admiration of the world, 
From Britain other nations ſee what are the 
bleſſed fruits of freedom and ſecurity ; they 
begin to cheriſh a ſpirit which they have 
caught from hence: They who, for ages 
paſt, have been accounted your natural ene- 
mies, now revere and love you, becauſe 
you are free: The deareſt wiſh of their 
hearts is to be as you are, becauſe you pol- 

ſeſs the rights and the happineſs of MEN 


Theſe things we wiſh you to know and 
to remember—and the Preſbyterian church, 
which, at the deſire of the nation, was 
eſtabliſhed in its prefent form at the happy 
Revolution. The general aſſembly of the 
church of Scotland, deeply impreſſed will 
a ſenſe of the bleſſings, civil and facred, 
which we have enjoyed for theſe hundred 

years 
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years, and which are ſecured to us and to 
our poſterity in the ampleſt manner, hath 
commanded us, in our ſeveral congrega- 
tions, this day, to celebrate the memorial 
of that important event in our hiſtory, that 
we may * publiſh with the voice of 
'* thankſgiving, and declare the works of 
„ the Lord, and tell to the generation that 
* ſhall ariſe the praiſes of Almighty God, 
„by whom Kings reign and Princes de- 
* cree juſtice,” 


Let us then, in the ſpirit of this day's 
profeſſion, devoutly acknowledge Jehovah 
23 the Author of our deliverance, and the 
Preſerver of our Liberties. There is wiſ- 
dom in attending to ſecond cauſes, and to 
their operation; becauſe, thereby, we ac- 
quire experience and direction for our con- 
duct on future emergencies. There is duty 
in giving ſuitable praiſe to thoſe who ſkil- 
fully planned, and nobly dared for their 
country; their names are conſigned to re- 
nembrance in the page of the hiſtorian ; 


and, 
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and, while either the enjoyment or the 
TW, of liberty remains in our iſland, the 
people ſhall call them bleſſed. But there 
is folly and impiety in looking only to fe- 
cond cauſes and human exertions, and m 
forgetting that God who * doth according 


„ to his will in the armies of heaven, and 


among the inhabitants of the earth; who 


** builds and plucks up empires, and ap- 


** points the times and the ſeaſons.” It is 
a ſentiment of truth and juſtice, of reafon 
as well as of revelation, That “ from the 
Father N Lights, who formed the hear 
* of man,” that from him only comes 
knowledge to men of underſtanding, and 
firmneſs to men of courage; that theſe 
counſels only can proſper which have the 
approbation or permiſſion ,of him“ who 
« is above all, and in all, and through all; 
that © unleſs the Lord do keep the city 
„the watchmen waketh in vain;“ and 
that, when he viſits in mercy or in judg- 
ment, the means and the method are cho- 


ſen by, and derive their efficacy, from him 
Thoſe 


Thoſe who lived at 8 time of the Revo- 
tation, who were moſt active in making 
the change, and who were beſt acquainted 
with all the circumſtances attending it, 
they united in giving God the glory, and 
in ſaying, * Our arm hath not done this; 
had not the Lord of hoſts been on our 
* fide, we had been ſwallowed up quick, 
© the waters had overwhelmed us, the 
proud waters had gone over our fouls.” 
Let us, under the ſame pious impreſſion, 
proſtrate ourſelves before“ the Lord who 
who ſaw and 
removed the miſeries impending over our 


made heaven and earth ;” 


country; who prepared our deliverer, and 
accompanied and proſpered him ; who hath 
kitherto protected the cauſe which the Re- 
volution began; who inſpired King Wil- 
liam with wiſdom to manage the various 
contending parties which early appeared 
under the new government; who guarded 


his precious life when in the moſt critical 


hazard; who crowned him with victory at 


a juncture the moſt important; who gave 
him 


him patience to endure the obſtitacy and 
rudeneſs of his new ſubjects, which-had 
almoſt determined him to leave them to 
anarchy, or to the mercy of James reſtored: 
Before the Lord, who blaſted the machi- 
nations, in Queen Anne's reign, for the re- 


turn of a Popiſh King in all the ſpirit of 


deſpotiſm; who diſappointed the counſels 
of France, fomenting a firſt and a ſecond 
rebellion in theſe kingdoms ; and who hath 
now united men of all deſcriptions, of all 
parties, of all perſuaſions, in loyalty to our 


beloved Sovereign, and to the government 


ſo happily adminiſtered by him,—*O Lord, 
thou haſt been favourable to thy choſen 


© land; as we have heard, ſo we have ſeen 


“in the city of the Lord of hoſts; God is 
© known in her palaces for a refuge. Let 


Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of 


* Judah be glad, becauſe of thy judg- 
„ ments; thy right hand is full of righ- 
*« teouſneſs.” While, my fellow citizens, 
ye © walk about Zion, and go round about 
“her, and tell the towers thereof ;” while 


ye 


* palaces” adgre the God of your fathe 


ye «© mark . and conſider her 
fs; 
„ Thine hand hath made all theſe things; 
thou — them by the word of thy 
* power.” 


Walk worthy of your mercies.—What- 
ever conflict was neceſſary for attaining 
and ſecuring Britiſh Liberty, was ſuſtained 
by your fathers; of their labours ye now 
enjoy the fruits in peace; prize them 
highly as the beſt bleſſings of life ; remem- 


ber, that the privileges which ye inherit 


are a ſacred depoſite in your hands, not ro 
be given up, not to be exhauſted, but to be 
tranſmitted to your children's children; de- 
fraud not them of their birthright. Let all 
ranks in church and ſtate, whether in pu- 
blic office, or in the retirements of private 


life, conſpire to maintain what has been 
wrought for us, and to inſtil into the ri- 
ſing generation the love of liberty, of their 
country, and of that conſtitution, which, 
through an hundred years, has been tried 

and 


and proved, and found to be the beſt which 


human imperfection will allow of, Hearkett 
not to thoſe who are given to change; 
* Uſe not Liberty as an occaſion to the 
** fleſh;” the natural corruption of Libergy 
is licentiouſneſs ; and the neceſſary correc- 
tion thereof opens the way to deſpotiſin 
This progreſs has been univerſally obſer- 
ved. If ye dread the iſſue, guard againſt 
the abuſe of liberty; avoid faction, diſcord, 
tumult, petulance. Be loyal to your King, 
who is entitled to your confidence. Be o- 


bedient to the laws of your country, which 
are every man's ſecurity; and give all ne- 
ceſſary aid to the due execution of the 
laws; and ſubmit chearfully to the burdens 
requiſite for the ſupport of the ſtate, i. e. 
for your own preſervation, Improve the 
bleſſings of your firugtion, by that induſ- 
try which enriches yourſelves, while it 
adds to the wealth of the community ; 
and, in all your induſtry and commerce, 
obſerve juſtice, honour, and truth, with ci- 
tizens, and with ſtrangers: Fraud may 
bring money ; but honeſt gain is bleſſed. 
Beware 
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Weware of oppreſſing your neighbours org 
If ſeeming to oppreſs them: It is ao. | 
zourable and inhuman : It may provoke 
eſiſtance, which is the beginning of civil 
rar: It may teach others to oppreſs you : 
t may gradually extinguiſh the love of li- 
erty, with which freedom itſelf muſt ex- 
ire, Have a ſacred regard to the rights 
f other men; their rights of nature, of 
xciety, of conſcience, Be indulgent to 
oſe who differ from you in religious ſen- 
ments: Deny them not that liberty which 
od hath given to you as the conſolation 
f your lives. Live“ ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and Godly,” otherwiſe ye deſecrate all 
heſe Chriſtian privileges which ye ſo fully 
joy. When God bleſſes and favours a 
ation, it is for this end, that they may 
rve him more chearfully, more fervently, 
tore conſtantly; and, when men really feel 
ie goodneſs of God, they expreſs their 
ratirude by obedience, Intemperance, ir- 
ligion, neglect of duty, unfruitfulneſs un- 


fled. | F der 
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der mercies, We a people unworthy q 
the Divine protection: They have reduce 
many ſtates, once free and happy, to bar 
bariſm and ſlavery. And ſurely it is meg 
for us to ſay, O Lord, we, with our fa 
** thers, have ſinned: And ſeeing that tho 
our God, haſt,” in thy former correctioi 
** puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities d 
* ſerve; and haſt given us ſuch a deliver 
© ance as this; ſhould we again break th 
* commandments, and join in affinity wil 
** the people of abominations; wouldeſt n 
* thou be angry with us until thou had 
* conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould: be 
* remnant nor eſcaping ?” A virtuous pet 
ple only are worthy of liberty, or capadl 
of enjoying it ; and © righteouſneſs” oni 
* exaltcth a nation.” If we are unanimo 


and ſtedfaſt, in“ fearing God, and honout 
ing the King,“ in“ doing juſtly, lovit 
** mercy, and walking humbly with 0 
** God ;” in diſcharging our duty each 


us in his place; in ſeparating ourſel 
6 fro 


' 


(43) 


from our own iniquities,” * And * keeping , 
** the ways of the Lord; 1 then, amd then 
only, may we truſt, 5 * this God will be 
our God for ever and ever,” that he will 
bleſs us, and blefs our country, and ſhew 
favour to our children's children, Amen. 


II 


